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As President of the Appeal Court of 

Versailles, I would like to welcome the 

EEEI and its members within the 

premises of the Appeal Court. The Court 

is housed in the former stables of the 

château. When Louis the XIV built the 

larger stables that we can see right across 

the castle, these stables served as the 

Queen’s stables. 

 The buildings that we are in today 

are in a poor state, as you may have 

noticed on crossing the “cour 

d’honneur”/main courtyard. They will be 

undergoing a massive restoration 

campaign that is beginning in a few days 

by a restoration of the rooftops. 

 As a jurisdiction, the court was 

created in 1975 by the division of the 

Appeal Court of Paris.   

It is the second court of France for the 

number of its inhabitants, but it renders 

fewer decisions than the Court of Aix en 

Provence. However, the cases that it 

deals with generally   have a strong 

economic and social impact, due to its 

situation within the Ile de France region 

and the presence within its jurisdiction of 

the economic quarters of La Défense, 

which is the headquarters of half the 

companies registered at the CAC 40 and 

of many international companies, which 

generate cross-border disputes. 

 This economic importance and the 

cross-border disputes that stem from it 

probably explain why, in this court more 

than elsewhere, there is a marked interest 

in the way that expertise procedures are 

carried out in these international disputes. 

There are also more numerous occasions 

to call on foreign experts and to appoint 

them in expert colleges/panels in order to 

guarantee the independence of this 

college/panel as regards the parties - 

namely in disputes that take place in 

sectors with a small number of 

companies, such as the pharmaceutical or 

airspace industries. 

This is probably where we can find the 

first seeds of the creation of the EEEI, 

under the impulse of my predecessor, a 

visionary man if ever there was one, 

Vincent Lamanda, who is now and for a 

few more days the President of the Court 

of Cassation. 

 The European Expertise and 

Expert Institute is a think-tank on 

expertise in Europe and it aims to work 

on improving a harmonisation of the 

rules and good practices regulating 

expertise procedures. The Institute is not, 

and far from it, a representative of the 

interests of French experts, nor is it a 

defender of the French system of judicial 

expertise, even though it was created in 

Versailles by experts, judges, and 

lawyers from Versailles.  

 Quite the opposite, the EEEI 

ensures its independence from French 

public authorities and its President, Jean-

Raymond Lemaire, to whom we should 

pay tribute to for having since the EEEI’s 

creation carried it forward 

singlehandedly, would like to leave it in 

the hands of a renowned European 

figure. 

 In any event, the EEEI set itself to 

ensure this independence, as much from 

possible sponsors as from each of its 

components, whether they are 

institutional members - bar associations, 

appeal courts, expert associations, or 

universities - or whether they are 

individual members - experts, judges, 

lawyers and academics – as from 

countries that are de facto represented by 

their judicial authorities. The EEEI has 

ensured this independence by avoiding 

that some of these influence the work of 
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the EEEI by the sheer weight of their 

number. This explains the EEEI’s 

admissions’ procedure.  

 Naturally this makes the 

organisation of the Institute relatively 

complex, and we will try to summarize it 

here for you.  

 Members are grouped in five 

colleges, two of which only can cast votes 

at the General Assembly: these are the 

college of active institutional members 

and the college of members who are 

natural persons. The other three colleges, 

(institutional members -jurisdictions and 

government bodies-, members who are 

legal entities - committee of funders-, 

partner and observer members) are heard 

in an advisory capacity.  

More fundamentally, the Institute 

separates its material and intellectual 

activities.  

 One the one hand there are the 

bodies that are needed for the 

association’s legal and accounting 

operations, which are the Executive 

Bureau, with a President, a Treasurer, a 

Deputy Treasurer, a General Secretary, 

and a Deputy General Secretary. 

Following the classic rules of 

associations, these bodies are in charge 

of the general stewardship of the Institute 

and are the material support for its work. 

 On the other hand, there are the 

operational bodies that are necessary 

to the development of its activities - 

essentially the Orientation Committee, 

which directs the Institute’s 

intellectual activity, with the assistance 

of thematic Working Groups 

depending on each current project.   

 I am going to take a few minutes 

to talk about the Orientation Committee, 

since the GA granted me the honour of 

electing me as President of this 

Committee. I would like to say that as 

I’m retiring in a few days, I will be able 

to, at least I hope I will be able to, 

dedicate myself more completely to this 

activity than I have done so far. In this 

task, I can count on the support of two 

Vice-Presidents, Ms Lebe-Dessard, 

President of the Labour Court of Liège 

and Mr Rafael Orellana, President of the 

Company of Catalan Experts, as well as 

on a General Secretary, Mr Mouchnino, 

former President of the Company of 

Experts of Versailles. 

The Orientation Committee submits to 

the Executive Committee the 

fundamental internal and external 

strategies for the operating and 

development of the Institute. It 

determines what working groups are 

necessary, and makes sure they are 

representative of the diversity 

encompassed by the Institute. Along with 

the Executive Committee, it also 

determines the Institute’s schedule of 

actions. It submits its opinions and 

recommendations to the Executive 

Committee.  

This Committee is now meeting for the 

first time and has an essential role since, 

because the association is becoming 

more and more in demand, it needs to 

define priority actions and ensure the 

harmonious development of the 

association by ensuring that there is a 

proper balance between countries and the 

various categories of members.  

 For the time being, we have to 

lead a very large project, the EGLE 

project, for which we have been granted 

European funds and for which we have 

defined a calendar, but we also must 

work for the CEPEJ and the e-justice 

portal, without forgetting that the work 

that has been launched on our initiative 

on civil expertise must be extended to 

criminal expertise. Naturally we don’t 

have all the means needed to work on all 

these fronts at once, and we must choose 

the key priority areas for our work.  

 Moreover, as the EEEI has a 

growing visibility and reputation at 

European level, we are most probably 

going to have more and more natural or 
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legal persons, who are interested in our 

work and who will wish to join the 

Institute, not necessarily to help us fulfil 

our projects but to get a certain fame for 

themselves or to influence the course of 

our work.  

To meet these two needs, the Committee 

is creating two other committees within 

its ranks.  

 One is the Scientific Committee, 

led by a figure per field of competence 

and by external figures. The Scientific 

Committee will define and submit to 

the Executive Committee the 

substantive activities that constitute 

the aim of the association and will 

direct actions related to the university 

research projects.   

 Thanks to its scientific 

knowledge, it must help the Executive 

Committee in defining priorities between 

the various areas of work that I’ve just 

mentioned, and that we need to carry out, 

whether it be on our own initiative or as 

an answer to outside requests. 

  It must also highlight the interest 

of doctoral theses which the EEEI could 

fund.  Namely, it could, in agreement 

with the universities, define the topics 

that meet the Institute’s objectives. 

 Lastly, it could, if asked, provide 

assistance to the work launched by the 

Institute and we can think of for example 

the drafting of a law on European 

expertise that could be applied in cross-

border disputes or in cases with cross-

border implications.   

 The Admissions’ Committee: in 

charge of examining the applications 

of new members and applications from 

members to participate in the various 

committees. It submits its 

recommendations before the statutory 

bodies of the association make a 

decision, and has a right of veto.  

This Committee will be presided by Mr 

Jean Trotel, who has kindly accepted this 

office. Mr Jean Trotel is until next 

September First President of the Appeal 

Court of Lyon and until December is a 

member of the CSM (Superior Council of 

Magistrates) which has an essential role 

in defining rules of ethics as related to 

the judiciary. Undoubtedly, with his 

increased availability and his competence 

on the subject of ethics, he will bring 

invaluable assistance to the Admissions’ 

Committee. 

 This Committee’s primary role 

will be of course to establish objective 

and transparent criteria for admissions 

and, for example, to answer questions 

such as: Must the number of jurisdictions 

admitted per country be limited? If yes, 

how? Depending on the importance of 

the population? Or, depending on the 

number of jurisdictions in other countries 

that have already been admitted as 

members? Must we create waiting lists 

while some under-represented countries 

increase the number of their 

representatives, and so on… 

 Must all experts prove that they 

work as court experts ? If not, what type 

of category must we consider ? If yes, 

what proof should they submit?  

Must we approve the membership of 

expert associations that are not controlled 

by State public authorities ?... 

 This is the summary of the role of 

the Orientation Committee and of its 

positioning within the Institute. 

Its role is essential for the realisation of 

the Institute’s objectives and we are 

counting on the active involvement of its 

members.  

 

 


