
 

Situation point Netherlands 

General 

All parties follow the Dutch Government rules and requests. That means no meetings, keep 

1,5 m distance from others at all times. Those rules have consequences for fact gathering, 

court appearances and all office work situations. Below we will give an overview of the 

consequences as far as we know them.  

Courts 

For all courts only the necessary cases will carry on. The courts are working hard on 

alternative ways to handle cases, without court hearings  

“Necessary” is some criminal cases, cases to which a court decision is needed for formal 

grounds, in criminal as well as civil cases. 

All other cases are postponed. 

When cases do go on, they are with as little people present as possible. The term to enter 

documents to the courts is extended and the way to send them in (the Dutch courts are 

not yet fully digital). A decree was published about the possibilities of videoconferencing 

as a formal way to conduct legal proceedings.  

Lawyers 

Lawyers decide themselves if they work. Smaller firms might be at their offices or work 

from home. 

Some major law firms have formally closed and make work from home mandatory. 

Meetings are organised virtually or by phone conference. 

Whether persons are working or not is also depending on what the problem of the client 

is. 

Clients in some branches in the field are more effected then others, others are better 

capable of working virtually. 

Financial support for the social advocacy is in the making. 

Experts 

Experts decide themselves if they work. Smaller firms might be at their offices or work 

from home. 

Meetings are organised virtually or by phone conference. Experts will find that there will 

be, in some judicial fields, a lessened demand for expertise.  

Whether persons are working or not also depending on what the problem of the client is. 

Clients in some branches in the field are more effected then others, others are better 

capable of working virtually. 

Some expert mission are formally forbidden: experts reports in medical professions are 

not allowed as this requires physical examination. 



Other expert missions are not possible due to the fact that parties do not wat to physically 

meet for the investigation. In the field of environmental law, meetings with parties are 

conducted via videoconferencing. Objects can be examined from the outside only, so that 

is a limitation but is discussed with the parties and the court. 

Expert associations 

Expert Associations with offices and staff organising are influenced by the crisis just as any 

other organisation. 

Working from home and meet virtually if necessary.  

Universities / Schools 

Universities and Schools are formally closed. They all try to offer virtual classes and 

courses as much as possible. 

The central exams for students are all cancelled. 
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